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1. Climate related Implications in Nepal

Nepal is one of the most vulnerable countries to the global
climate crisis. The country faces high risks from natural
disasters like floods and landslides. Climate change
related hazards do not only claim human lives but also
destroy economic and ecological achievements reached.
Agriculture, the main source of income in rural areas,
highly relies on small-scale, rain-fed and dry-land farming
where productivity is impacted by climate change. The
rapid rise of temperature and changing rainfall patterns
have led to increasingly unpredictable weather over the
past two decades. Extreme rainfall in short periods of time
alternates with prolonged periods of drought. A recent
report! suggests that about 90% of crop loss in Nepal can
be attributed to weather or meteorological events,
increased temperature, and climatic hazards such as
forest fires, erratic rainfall, droughts, and floods triggered
by them. In addition, loss of biodiversity, destruction of
infrastructure, events such as glacier melting and the
bursting of glacial lakes, but also diseases new to Nepal,
such as dengue fever, and the emergence of new plant

1 https://rds.icimod.org/DataExplorer/dataDetail?id=16

and livestock diseases are of concern. The decline in yield
and production results in poor availability of and access to
food, which leads to food insecurity and poverty.
Disrupted access to food markets due to infrastructure
destruction and climate-related food price volatility are
additional impacts. Climate change is also creating havoc
extraterritorially, as Nepal's glaciers feed fresh water
supplies to millions of people in the Ganges basin in
Northern India and Bangladesh.

2. Human Rights Impacts

In recent years, Nepal has progressed considerably in
reducing hunger and malnutrition. Malnutrition amongst
children has gone down significantly, the proportion of
Nepal's undernourished population has almost halved
since 2018 and the country’s ranking in the Global Hunger
Index changed from 37,0 (very serious) in 2000 to 14.8
(moderate) in 2024. Climate change seriously jeopardizes
this achievement. The 2021 census recorded perceptions
of climate change on agriculture for the first time. Almost
91% of farmers reported that they were experiencing the
effects of climate change and were facing a decline in
production. Other observations made by respondents
include the spread of pests, the increasing frequency of
droughts and heavy rainfall and shifts in the growing cycle.

Those who depend on nature for their livelihoods,
especially those most disadvantaged and marginalized
like indigenous peoples, Dalits, minorities, small-scale
farmers, people with disabilities, people in rural and
remote areas, and among them particularly women and
girls, are experiencing deteriorating living conditions
leading to devastating impacts on human rights, including
irreversible harms that severely impact e.g. the rights to
life, to food, to health, to housing, to water, to culture, to
education, to work and to a clean, healthy and sustainable
environment.

3. Case Studies

Three case studies, written by and with community
groups at the frontlines of the climate catastrophe in
different geographic regions of Nepal reveal how the
climate crisis is undermining their livelihoods and
demonstrate that the climate crisis is already a human
rights emergency. As ecosystems collapse under climate
change, people are being displaced from their territories
and deprived of their livelihoods. These case studies show



how affected people are forced into precarious forms of
labor or are made dependent on inadequate and
inconsistent external aid.

Despite the worsening crisis, the response from both the
Government of Nepal and the international community
including Germany is inadequate. Instead of including
those affected
community-led adaptation strategies grounded in human
rights and local knowledge, inequality and marginalization
is exacerbated.

in decision making and supporting

The impact of climate change seriously jeopardizes Nepal’s recent
progress in reducing hunger and malnutrition. PICTURE © Peter Dietzel

4. Governance Challenges in Nepal

The documented case studies have shown that across
different regions, there are similar governance
challenges:

e Insufficient coordination, unclear authority and
overlapping of policy guidelines and legal
frameworks among the three government tiers
(local, provincial and national)?

e Inadequate technical and financial resources at
the local level, limiting the capacity of
government representatives to address climate
change induced problems and provide necessary
support to affected communities;

2 For instance, Section 4, Article 60 of the Constitution of Nepal (2015)
specifies that federal, provincial, and local governments possess the authority
for utilization and development of natural resources within their respective
jurisdictions. At the same time, Schedule-8 of the Constitution of Nepal assigns
local governments the responsibility for conservation of forest and water
resources, leading to potential conflicts and inefficiencies in development of
proper irrigation facilities.

e Lack of effective localization of climate policies
the
development strategies. Without this localized

and implementation of sustainable
approach, even the most comprehensive national
policies may remain disconnected from the
the their

effectiveness in fostering climate resilience and

realities on ground, limiting
sustainable agricultural practices;

e Local authorities’ focus on unsustainable farming
practices with related reliance on agrochemicals
and their toxic long-term effects, and inadequate
support for agroecological production;3

e Gaps in implementation, particularly in terms of
local governance and of Nepal’s
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC),
Climate Change Policy (2019) and the Agriculture
Development Strategy (2015-2035);

e Policy conflicts and lack of timely subsidies,
technical assistance, and irrigation infrastructure.

resources,

These challenges persist despite the fact that Nepal has
ratified most of the human rights treaties, and has
adopted several Declarations and Guidelines relevant to
the issue of human rights and climate change. The
Constitution of Nepal (2015) guarantees a number of
rights which are jeopardized by climate change, for
example the right to food and food sovereignty, the rights
to water, health, clean environment, housing, education,
social justice as fundamental rights. A number of laws and
frameworks, policies, action plans, programs, and
strategies support particularly the rights of marginalized
communities and groups. One of the major challenges in
this regard is the effective implementation of these.

3 This delay has led to a situation where both organic and inorganic turmeric
are priced similarly in the market, diminishing the economic incentive for
farmers to adopt organic farming practices. As a result, many farmers feel
discouraged from pursuing sustainable, organic alternatives, as the time-
consuming certification process does not provide sufficient returns.



5. Conclusions

Without comprehensive and strengthened climate
protection measures, climate change will continue to lead
to human rights violations in Nepal. Environmental
hazards and climate change impacts are caused or
exacerbated by human commission or omission,
therefore resulting harms to human life, property or
environment constitute violations of human rights. Thus,
affected people and communities have a human right to
hold industrialized countries liable.

However, despite binding obligations under international
human rights and environmental law, states consistently
fail to address the root causes of the climate crisis and fail
to provide adequate remediation and reparation for loss
and damage comprising restitution, compensation,
rehabilitation, satisfaction and guarantees of non-
repetition for losses and damages occurred and to
support real solutions.

This has been consistently confirmed by UN human rights
mechanisms and national courts, most recently by the
International Court of Justice in its Advisory Opinion of
July 2025: All states, including Germany, have a duty to
commit to climate protection and reparations.

Corresponding State obligations include international
assistance and cooperation to remedy the extraterritorial
and transboundary harms associated with climate
change, to provide additional and adequate financing and
restitution to redress such harms, and to ensure that
those whose human rights are impacted by climate
change-related loss and damage enjoy meaningful
remedies.

State human rights obligations also include a
responsibility of all States to resolve the inequitable
manner in which these harms fall on communities and
individuals that have historically faced marginalization
and discrimination. All States have human rights
obligations and should - in line with international human
rights law - ensure that people whose rights have been

violated because of loss and damage from climate change
have access to justice. The principles of equity and
common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities (CBDR-RC) are of crucial relevance in the
context of addressing climate change induced loss and
damage, as are extraterritorial state obligations.

Marginalized groups like indigenous peoples, Dalits and other
minorities, and among them particularly women and girls, are
experiencing devastating impacts on human rights. PICTURE © Birgit
Felleisen, Nepal Dialogue Forum

6. Recommendations

To the Government of Nepal

e Ensure non-discrimination and a human rights
approach in access to compensation, prevention
and climate adaptation programs as well as
disaster management;

e Ensure meaningful and effective participation of
those communities disproportionately affected
by the impacts of climate change induced loss and
damage and measure this participation using
indicators for - at least - indigenous status,
gender, age and disability;

e Support the introduction, strengthening and
implementation of social protection systems and
disaster prevention measures, and the provision
of timely relief and compensation;

e Establish and implement a legal and policy
framework that guarantees the right to remedy
and reparations for climate change -related loss
and damage including clear mechanisms that not
only cover material losses, but also psychological,
cultural and social impacts;

e Engage in inclusive and participatory Loss and
Damage Needs Assessments (LDNAs);

e Seek remedy for climate change impacts,
particularly with regard to persons and
communities who are especially impacted and/or
at risk;

e Acknowledge the crucial role of local authorities
in translating policies into actionable plans that
align with community needs and facilitate and
support awareness and capacity of local
governance systems;

e Support a just transition towards transforming
fossil fuel-based economies and unsustainable



production and consumption patterns that drive
excessive resource demands, harming rights and
nature, e.g. through the transition to agroecology
and sustainable food systems with adequate
support mechanisms and extension considering
local knowledge.

To the Government of Germany

In accordance with international human rights
standards, work to ensure that those affected by
climate damage in Nepal are protected from
climate-related damage, have access to effective
legal remedies, and receive adequate redress and
compensation for losses and damage;

In view of Germany's historical emissions and the
aspect of climate justice, support Nepal's
commitments with appropriate additional
financial resources; fulfill its obligations to finance
climate impact and adaptation in Nepal;

Rapidly phase-out of fossil fuels and realize a just
transition towards transforming fossil fuel-based
economies and unsustainable production and
consumption patterns that drive excessive
resource demands, harming rights and nature and
take effective measures to respect, protect and
fulfill the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable
environment;

Effectively regulate  German  businesses,
domestically and extraterritorially in line with
human rights, hold them accountable for loss and
damage caused by their operations, and establish
polluter pay-based sources of remedial finance;
Provide new and additional public grants-based
resources to bilateral and multilateral climate
finance institutions, including the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) and the
Adaptation Fund (AF), according to historic
responsibility for climate change;

Advocate for effective operationalization of the
FRLD, including enabling local communities to
directly access resources, and for establishing an
effective, people-led monitoring system, and
ensure that the operations of these institutions
are guided by human rights and are based on
inclusive and participatory Loss and Damage
Needs Assessments (LDNAs);

Advocate for simplification of the Green Climate
Fund process so that local Nepalese NGOs can
gain access to the funds as accredited entities and
carry out activities on the ground, directly with
vulnerable communities (to date, only bilateral
and UN agencies are accredited entities of the

GCF for Nepal: IUCN, FAO, UNDP, Alternative
Energy Promotion Centre (AEPC), National Trust
for Nature Conservation (Nepal) (NTNC), and
Nepal Investment Mega Bank Limited (NIMB);
Highlight in discussions with the Nepalese
government and ensure in development
cooperation projects that those affected,
especially marginalized population groups such as
women, indigenous peoples, Dalits, and small-
scale food producers, can participate effectively;
Support and strengthen the introduction of social
protection systems and disaster risk reduction
measures to provide relief and to increase the
resilience of those who are already affected or
most likely to be affected by climate change-
related losses and damage;

Support Nepal in its efforts to adapt to climate
change, for example by providing funding for the
transition to agroecology, the promotion of
biodiversity and soil conservation and disaster
responsiveness; and advocate for policies and
resources that directly address the needs of
smallholder farmers;

Support environmental human rights defenders
and ensure their protection in accordance with
the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders.
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